Waiting for Mr. Right May Be an
Evolutionary Wrong

Although it's easy to list all the qualities you'd like your ideal
romantic partner to have, a new study finds that settling for
someone who is good enough has advantages, at least
evolutionarily, over waiting for the perfect match.

In the study, researchers used a computer model to look, over
thousands of generations of evolution, at risk-taking behaviors in
gambles that potentially have a high payoff, such as choosing a
mate. In an evolutionary sense, holding out for perfection can be
considered a risky behavior.

"Primitive humans were likely forced to bet on whether or not they
could find a better mate," study author Chris Adami, a microbiologist
at Michigan State University, said in a statement. "They could either
choose to mate with the first, potentially inferior, companion and risk
inferior offspring, or they could wait for Mr. or Ms. Perfect to come
around," Adami said, adding, "If they chose to wait, they risk never
mating.".

XXpaaTtb uaeanbHy BTOPYIO NONOBUHY -
HepaLuUOHasibHO C TOYKU 3peHUs

npupoabl.

MeTtopa BbiOOpa naeanbHOM napbl 4OCTAaTOYHO NPOCT — COCTaBUTD,
a 3aTeM cnepoBaTb CMUCKY BCeX Ka4eCTB, KOTOPbIMU JOIKEH
obnapartb naeanbHbIN BO3MnO6NeHHbIN. OgHako, No pesynbratam
HOBOrO UCCNeAoBaHUA, C TOYKU 3peHnsa aBontoummn apdeKkTuBHee
cosfaBaTb napy ¢ 6onee unu MeHee NOAXOAALWMM KaHAMAATOM,
HeXenwu XpaTb ngeanbHOro napTHepa.

B cBoem nccnegoBaHum y4eHble Ncnosb3oBalii KOMMNbHOTEPHYHO
Mogerib, KoTopad nomorsia nv, Ha oCHOBaHUK aHarM3a noBeaeHunA
TbICSY YenoBeYEeCKMX NOKONEHUI, BbISBUTb MOAENU aBaHTHOPHOIO
noeeageHunsa, CBA3aHHOINO C BbICOKMM PUCKOM, Takoro, HarnpmMmep, Kak
nosegeHme nogen, y4acCTBYHOLNX B a3apTHbIX Urpax ¢ BbICOKUM
KyLueM. C 9BONOLMOHHON TOYKM 3peHunsa, oxxmagaHne naearnbHoro
napTHepa OTHOCUTCA K pPUCKOBaAHHOMY NMoBeaEeHUIO.

«lMepBObbLITHBIE NIOAM NOABEPranvCb PUCKY TaK U HE BCTPETUTb
Haunyywyo ons cebsa napy», - coobwaeT aBTop nccnegosaHus Kpuc
Anamun, mmkpobuonor n3 Yumeepcuteta Muumrana. «Y Hux 6bin
BbIGOp: co3gaBaTh Napy € NepBbiM BCTPEYHbIM, BO3MOXHO, HE COBCEM
noaxogsLwmmM napTHEPOM M NepedaBaTb CBOEMY MOTOMCTBY Habop He
nyydWwmnx reHos, IMBo NoaoXKaaTh, NOKa Ha rOPU3OHTE HE NOSIBUTCS
«Jlegn», nnn «Muctep» CosepLueHCcTBO. Ecnn oHN BbibepyT
OXnaaHue, OHM PUCKYHOT BOOOLLE HMKOrAa He co3aaTh napy».
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In the study, Adami and his colleagues were interested in finding out
which circumstances might affect people's decisions in making
once-in-a-lifetime decisions that have a high future payoff, like the
chances of having offspring

The results suggest that people's mating strategy is linked to the
size of the group in which they are raised. Those raised in a small
group (of fewer than 150 people) were much more like to be averse
to the risk that comes with waiting for perfection than those who
were raised in a larger group. In smaller groups especially, "an
individual might hold out to find the perfect mate, but run the risk of
coming up empty and leaving no progeny,” Adami said

In a small group, you're at an advantage if you settle for a "sure bet"
early on, he added.

A general tendency to play it safe may have its roots in the fact that
primitive humans lived in small groups, where mates were scarce,
the researchers said. The evolution of risk aversion may have had
more to do with the size of a people's immediate groups rather than
the size of the whole human population, they added.

Nevertheless, not all people develop the same amount of risk
aversion. The whole population may have benefited from the fact
that a range of behaviors evolved, with some people willing to take
more risks, and others less so, Adami said.

B uccnenosaHum r-H Aqamm 1 ero Konneru XoTenu BbIICHUTb, Noj
AENCTBUEM KaKMX 0OCTOATENBLCTB Noan NPYHUMAIT BaXKHeWLne B
CBOEW XXMN3HWU PELLEHUSs, UMEOLLIE OTPOMHOE 3HaAYeHNe Ans CBOEro
Oyayllero, Takue, Hanpumep, Kak LWaHC UMEeTb NOTOMCTBO.

Pe3yJ'IbTaTbI nccnegosaHMA nokasasin, 4YTo cTpartermnd o6pasoBaH|/|$|
napbl y 4enoBeKa cBA3aHa C pa3dMepom nonyndauumm, B KOTOpOI7I OH
BbIPOC. Te, KTO BbIPOC B MarbIX nonynaunax, oo 150 yenosek, MeHbLIE
LN Ha PUCK OXKnaaHnA napbl, HEXeErnn 1e, KTO BbIPOC B 6onbLnx
nonynaynax. «B manbix nonynaunax «0Co0b TeopeTn4eCcKmn Morrsa
OOXnaaTbCA CoOBeEpLUEeHHOro naptHepa, HO puckoBarsra Tak ero n He
BCTPETUTb N HE OCTaBUTb MOCIe cebsa noTomcTBa» - roBoput r-H

Apamu.

B manown nonynauuu Bel Bygete B 6onbliem npenmyLectse «C
CUHULEN B pyKax», HEXENN B OXnaaHUn «Kypasns B Hebe, -
Aobasnser oH.

Mo Bepcuun nccnegosarenemn, UCTOKN YernoBEYECKOro HexxenaHnsa natu
Ha pPUCK KPOKOTCA B ManioM pasMmepe nonynsawumim nepBobbITHLIX Noaen,
raoe 6payvHblie napTHepbl Obinn «B AeduumMTE». IBOSOLNSA CKITOHHOCTU
K puCKy Bbonblue 3aBucena oT pasMmepa CMNOHTAHHO CIOXMBLUNXCS
rpynn niogen, Hexenu ot pasMmepa BCEN YenoBe4YeCKON Nonynaumm,
[00aBnNsAT OHU.

«Kak Obl TO HM ObINO, OTHOLLIEHWNE K PUCKY Y BCEX PA3HOE 1 B LENOM
Yyenoseyeckasa nNonynsums ToNbKo BbiUrparna oT 3BOMLUK
pa3Hoobpa3HbIX NOBeAeHYECKNX MOAENEN, Koraa HeKoTopble noaun
npegnoyYmMTaloT pucKoBaTb, a Apyrue - LenCcTBOBaTb HAaBEPHSKaY, -
roBopuT r-H Agamu.
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