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‘I thought I was going crazy when I had seen a naked man getting out of the Baikal,’ said Natalya, a local from Slyudyanka. ‘And my husband, he has poor eyesight, added fuel to the fire, ‘There is not anybody, you are having hallucinations, sweetheart…’ 
But the fact of swimming in the Baykal on New Year’s Day is  noted and you can see a photo of the person being brave enough to do this.
An Indian traveler, Somen Debnath celebrated New Year 2020 at hotel Tikhaya Gavan of Sludyanka city.  This information and, the most interesting part of it, our guest’s intention of swimming in the Baikal, was given to our editorial board by businessman Gennady Zinurov. 
At midday of the first of January the city streets and, particularly, the embankment of the Baikal were deserted. The majority of city people were enjoying a balmy sleep after New Year party. And on the edge of the shore there was a tent with a man who was sitting cross-legged and meditating, his eyes staring into the distance.
Later Somen told us that his father had died on the first day of January several years ago and this day exactly Somen performs a ritual of swimming as a tribute to his dearest father, “I even swam in Greenland…”
Despite our remonstrances not to risk, as the shore had already been icy, the stones were slippery, not safe for swimming, our guest washed himself and then bare-chested calmly entered the Baikal. It seemed to us that there was a kind of a soft smooth road for him, as he never staggered. Having walked several meters, he plunged into water three times and went back surefootedly.
Somen spent a day in Slyudyanka and then continued his travelling across Russia, heading out towards Baikalsk.
But who is he, this Indian pilgrim?
Somen Debnath was born on May 8, 1983 in Basanti village, West Bengal, India. He studied zoology, geology, and anthropology at the University of Calcutta. He has a degree in Fine Arts from Sarba Bhartiya University.
At the age of 16 he enrolled for specialty training at West Bengal State AIDS Control Society. Consequently, he became an activist for HIV / AIDS awareness and he started doing voluntary and charity work, first in his village and then in all Indian provinces. 
On May 27, 2004, Debnath started a global tour with the goal to visit every country by 2020, spreading a message of HIV / AIDS awareness and social inclusion. He gives lectures at schools, universities, and other institutions. The focus of Debnath's program is on "underprivileged people, urban, rural and tribal population worldwide who have the lowest level of awareness about this deadly disease."
The Indian man is touring the world on a bicycle. By this moment Debnath has visited 152 countries. First two and half years he spent in his country and neighbor states. He toured 25 Asian countries by 2009. In 2009 he voyaged to Europe and visited 45 countries, including his stopping by in Greenland. From 2012 till 2015 Somen was in 50 African countries, in 10 Middle East countries. One more year he hiked across South America, having seen 13 countries, after he was in the Caribbean countries, Central America. In 2018-2019 he travelled all over 35 states of the USA, Canada, and Alaska. Then he was in Hawaii, Japan, and Russia. 
What is more, Debnath left for his first travelling with seventeen dollars in his pocket. He faced lots of problems. During his journeys in Afghanistan in 2009 he had been held captive for 24 days by the Taliban. To be honest, later things worked out, Indian activist Somen Debnath received a 700 USD premium from the state for his activity. He was also given a note for diplomatic missions of India in other countries so that ambassadors helped him to establish cultural relations.  But the most important thing helping Somen to travel around the world, as he acknowledges, is kind and responsive people.
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