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Audioguide script
In the second half of the 1930s, Sergei Eisenstein got interested in the philosophical movements and religions of the Far East and India. In particular, he found much attraction in classical Buddhism. There was a picture of the goddess Sitatapatra Aparajita hanging on the wall in the bedroom to the right of the library door in the film director's apartment. This Buddhist thangka-type icon is believed to have been created in Mongolia or Buryatia. The goddess of a thousand face and a thousand arms is depicted in the centre, in the mandala surrounded by flames. According to the tradition, she arose from the ushnisha (an oval at the top of the head) of Shakyamuni Buddha, when Buddha saw a need to protect all creatures from sinister forces and hostility. The goddess's umbrella is intended to reflect and drive off the merciless rays of all miseries and dangers. Her right five hundred hands and feet bless all creatures and her left hands protect them, wading off all evil.




